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I want to thank Hillary and John Sykes for their comments, and I want to tell you how pleased I am to help launch VH1 Save The Music, which is already improving the quality of music education across our country.  

You know music education is something very dear to my heart. When I was in high school I had music teacher, a wonderful man named Virgil Sperling who taught me a lot more than scales and keys and how to hold a steady note on the saxophone. He taught me about patience and practice, hard work and dedication and teamwork. The music I made on that first tenor saxophone of mine wasn’t always beautiful to the ear—my mother can certainly testify to that. But as I learned and improved, I came to understand how important a musical instrument can be as an outlet for creativity, for ideas and emotions that only music can express.  

That’s why VH1 Save The Music is so important. One small investment of a donated musical instrument can help a young artist to fulfill his or her God-given ability. I think that’s a pretty good investment.  

In that spirit, I am very pleased to present a saxophone of mine to an accomplished young artist, Gregory Thompson. Gregory’s been playing the saxophone since the 4th grade and last year he won an invitation to play in the Duke Ellington Youth Music Festival. That’s a very high honor. He even plays the drums, which he learned when his church ensemble played at the White House holiday party last year. Gregory, I’m proud and I know your parents are proud, that you’ve developed your gift for music, and with the help of VH1 Save The Music, other students will develop that gift too.
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