Pulitzer prize-winning biographer David McCullough’s comments made during a presentation in Charlotte, NC as reported in the Observer:

"It is a grave error to expose children to artists and works of art as a substitute for teaching music, art, theater, etc. is wonderful to expose children to works of art or an artists, to hear what they have to say, take them to concerts, performances of ballet and so forth, but it's the TEACHING of art, the TEACHING of theater, the TEACHING of music that so matters."

"In the arts students understand that you only learn to do it by doing it.

There is no coasting, no taking; learning requires work that only the

student can do. Work leads to skill; success builds self-confidence. If the

student who isn't going to be another Winslow Homer or Eudora Welty gets the

idea that that applies to life, that in itself is a lesson to come out of

the experience of the arts that’s irreplaceable."

