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Good evening ladies and gentlemen. Thank you John Mahlmann for that kind introduction and for inviting me here tonight and honoring me with your first Fund for the Advancement of Music Education (FAME) award. I don’t know if I can do justice to such a wonderful tribute, but I’ll certainly try. And I will say that music has always been and will always remain important to me.

On a personal level, I have developed a great appreciation for music and the arts—as well as some limited training in them. I took piano lessons for four or five years. I remember when I was in the third grade at Donaldson Elementary School in Greenville, South Carolina and we were listening to a concert by Richard Cass, a concert pianist. My teacher, Miss Bess Allen, leaned over and whispered, "Dick, you too can play like that if you will take your music seriously." 

And music also played a formative role in my political life. My first political position was in about the 6th or 7th grade when I was elected—unanimously, I might add—as the President of the Woodside Music Club. It was my first political victory. And I found through music what I was really good at—getting elected.

Whether because of this beginning—or in spite of it—I have been a strong supporter of music and the arts throughout my life and career. And I have long believed in the important role that music can play in helping students learn, achieve and succeed. Music—as well as theater, dance, and the visual arts—are wonderful forums to exhibit and explore what makes us uniquely human: our creativity. And allowing children to explore their creativity and that of others is an important part of teaching and learning.

New studies seem to be coming out every week that demonstrate the crucial link between early music training and academic success. Why, just today I was in North Carolina with the President. We were riding in a limousine with Secretary of Defense Cohen. They both asked me about my plans this evening. And when I told them I would be with you all tonight they both immediately began discussing the latest research of Drs. Shaw and Rauscher involving music and early childhood development. For them the research results just made sense. It was a wonderful discussion. 

The recent study by Shaw and Rauscher observed that pre-schoolers who were given keyboard lessons and did group singing scored higher on tests measuring spatial reasoning than those who did not—skills which are essential to later development in math, science and engineering. Another study showed arts education promoting higher test scores in math and science, as well as reading. And still other studies of arts education show that it increases student and teacher attendance and leads to fewer disciplinary problems and decreased violence among students. The benefits of music and the arts to our society and to the education of the next generation seem unlimited.

Now many of you have known all of this for years—and I hope I won’t hear too many "I told you so's" going around these days. I hope that all of these studies will convince school administrators and others who must deal with tough budgetary questions concerning education to see that music education and the arts are not a frill. They must be a part of every student's basic education.

A recent report of the President's Committee of the Arts and Humanities warned of dangers of cuts in these areas, and called for restoring these funds in schools across the nation. And I think that as more people begin to realize that a curriculum with music and the arts in it is a stronger curriculum, they will heed this advice.

Similarly, the President's challenge to have all American students reading well by the end of the third grade and proficient in math by the end of eighth grade, offers a further rationale to support music and arts education. Because if music education stimulates math, science and reading achievement, then the one would seem to lay the groundwork for the other.

Your hard work has been so important to spreading the word about the importance of music education. I particularly want to thank you for your support of Goals 2000, your advocacy for music and arts education programs, and your contributions to the development of the National Standards, which I think are excellent. With the standards, for the first time, we have a clear vision of the knowledge, skills, and concepts that all students need to learn through studying the arts.

In closing, I’d like to quote a portion of a letter by John Adams. As you may know, Adams was one of the great letter writers in our nation's history; the correspondence between him and his wife, in particular, is quite remarkable.

Perhaps because my wife Tunky is such an avid fan of music and the arts, and because we have shared so many wonderful cultural experiences , I thought it particularly appropriate. In 1780, Adams wrote to his wife (and I abridge it here slightly):

"I must study politics and war, so that my sons may have liberty to study mathematics and philosophy...in order to give their children a right to study painting, poetry, and music."

Adams words ring truer today than ever.

And I would also like to quote from another writer, Marvin Hamlisch, the composer of "A Chorus Line" and other musicals. He recently described in the New York Times how his education in music and the arts, as well as his career teaching music, was such a positive influence on his life. He explained how he was an uninspired student until his third grade teacher allowed him to play the piano at school. When Hamlisch went to college, he became a student teacher himself. And using music as an educational tool, he helped turn around the life of a former gang member. This is the power of a music education.

In honor of Marvin Hamlisch, the composer of "A Chorus Line" let me say that your award has made me feel, as Marvin’s greatest lyric says, like “one singular sensation."

I thank you so much for this award, and I look forward to working with you in the future.

