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THANK YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN, SENATOR KENNEDY, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE.





I GREATLY APPRECIATE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO APPEAR BEFORE YOU TO DISCUSS THE ISSUE OF MUSIC AND ARTS EDUCATION IN OUR SCHOOLS. AS A PARENT, A BUSINESSMAN AND, ABOVE ALL, AS A CITIZEN, I HAVE AN ABIDING INTEREST IN THIS TOPIC, WHICH IS THE FOCUS OF THE VH1 SAVE THE MUSIC FOUNDATION.  





VH1 SAVE THE MUSIC IS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN AMERICA'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS. THIS FOUNDATION SEEKS TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF MUSIC EDUCATION AND TO RESTORE MUSIC PROGRAMS IN SCHOOLS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. WE WORK WITH PARTNERS SUCH AS M.E.N.C. --  THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MUSIC EDUCATION, THE NATIONAL SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION, THE RECORDING INDUSTRY OF AMERICA, AMERICA’S PROMISE, LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND CABLE COMPANIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY SUCH AS DISTRICT CABLEVISION RIGHT HERE IN WASHINGTON D.C..


WITH THESE PARTNERSHIPS, VH1 SAVE THE MUSIC SETS UP LOCAL PROGRAMS WHERE WE COLLECT USED MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND DONATE THEM TO NEEDY PUBLIC SCHOOLS.  WHATEVER WE DON’T COLLECT, WE PURCHASE WITH MONEY RAISED NATIONALLY BY OUR FOUNDATION. 





WE ADMINISTER THIS PROGRAM WITH A COMBINATION OF HIGH ENERGY AND LOW OVERHEAD, WHICH ALLOWS US TO PUT 90 CENTS 


OF EVERY DOLLAR TO WORK IN THE FORM OF A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT IN A CHILD'S HANDS. WE ALSO LEVERAGE THIS INVESTMENT WITH A COMMITMENT FROM LOCAL SCHOOLS TO REBUILD MUSIC PROGRAMS AS A PART OF THEIR REGULAR CURRICULUM.





BY THE END OF 1999, VH1 SAVE THE MUSIC WILL HAVE GENERATED SOME $25 MILLION IN TOTAL SUPPORT FOR 350 SCHOOL MUSIC PROGRAMS IN 30 CITIES AFFECTING MORE THAN 120,000 SCHOOL CHILDREN.





OUR TEN-YEAR PLAN IS TO PROVIDE $100 MILLION IN TOTAL SUPPORT TO BRING MUSIC PARTICIPATION TO ONE MILLION PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS.





THERE ARE SO MANY CHALLENGES FACING OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS – WHY SAVE THE MUSIC?  WE ALL KNOW MUSIC AND ARTS EDUCATION IN SCHOOL PROVIDES ENORMOUS CULTURAL AND SOCIAL BENEFITS FOR CHILDREN AND FOR SOCIETY AT LARGE. BUT WHAT HAS RECENTLY COME TO LIGHT OVER THE PAST DECADE IS A GROWING BODY OF RESEARCH THAT SHOWS A DIRECT CONNECTION BETWEEN MUSIC AND ARTS EDUCATION AND A CHILD’S ABILITY TO EXCEL ACADEMICALLY.





STUDIES DATING BACK TO 1989 HAVE REVEALED THAT STUDENTS INVOLVED IN MUSIC PROGRAMS SHOW IMPROVED READING ABILITIES, AND HIGHER MATH AND SCIENCE SCORES. THEY ALSO HAVE ENHANCED SELF-ESTEEM AND ARE LESS LIKELY TO BE INVOLVED WITH GANGS AND DRUGS. IN ADDITION, THESE STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN THEIR SPATIAL ABILITIES. BECAUSE THE STUDY OF MUSIC GENERATES NEURAL CONNECTIONS, IT BENEFITS THOSE BRAIN FUNCTIONS THAT AID THE ABSTRACT REASONING THAT MATH AND SCIENCE REQUIRE. MUSIC ACTUALLY MAKES OUR KIDS SMARTER. 





AS YOU CAN SEE FROM THE CHART, THE COLLEGE BOARD LAST YEAR DOCUMENTED A 100-POINT GAP IN SAT SCORES BETWEEN STUDENTS WHO HAD MUSIC AND ARTS INSTRUCTION  DURING THEIR EARLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL YEARS AND STUDENTS WHO DID NOT. 





DR. FRANCES RAUSCHER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN AND HER COLLEAGUES HAVE DEMONSTRATED REMARKABLE INCREASES IN THE SPATIAL-TEMPORAL IQS OF YOUNG CHILDREN EXPOSED TO MUSIC TRAINING. USING A STANDARD IQ TEST, THEY FOUND THAT THE SPATIAL-TEMPORAL IQS OF CHILDREN WHO RECEIVED MUSIC TRAINING WERE 35 PERCENT HIGHER THAN THOSE OF CHILDREN WHO DID NOT RECEIVE TRAINING. EIGHT MONTHS AFTER INSTRUCTION BEGAN, THE MUSIC STUDENTS' SCORES IMPROVED BY 46 PERCENT WHILE THE SCORES OF CHILDREN WHO RECEIVED NO TRAINING IMPROVED BY ONLY 6 PERCENT. THESE FINDINGS WERE CONSISTENT ACROSS DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CATEGORIES.





YET DESPITE THIS IMPORTANT RESEARCH,  SCHOOL MUSIC AND ARTS PROGRAMS ARE IN BEING CUT BACK OR COMPLETELY ELMINATED.  I HAVE HERE A COPY OF LAST THURSDAY’S SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER WHICH DESCRIBES A CONTROVERSIAL DECISION  BY THE CITY’S UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT TO CUT THEIR POPULAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ARTS PROGRAM. 





AND IT’S NOT JUST HAPPENING IN SAN FRANCISCO.  ONLY 25 PERCENT OF 8TH GRADE STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN A MUSIC PROGRAM ACCORDING TO THE 1998 NAEP ARTS ASSESSMENT.  MANY STUDENTS, PARTICULARLY THOSE IN POOR URBAN OR RURAL DISTRICTS, HAVE NO ACCESS AT ALL TO MUSIC OR ARTS PROGRAMS. HOW CAN WE EXCPECT STUDENTS TO EXCEL WHEN WE ARE DENYING THEM WHAT WE NOW KNOW IS A CORNERSTONE OF THEIR ACADEMIC FOUNDATION?





I HAD THE GREAT PRIVILEGE TO BE PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY LAST MONTH AT PUBLIC SCHOOL 153 IN BROOKLYN. I WALKED INTO A MUSIC CLASS AND SAW MRS. LINDA KELTZ GIVING LESSONS TO HER 4TH GRADE ORCHESTRA. I COULDN'T BELIEVE MY EARS - THEY ALL HAD INSTRUMENTS! FEELING ENCOURAGED, I ASKED MRS. KELTZ HOW HER SCHOOL MANAGED TO SUPPORT HER PROGRAM. 





"WHAT SUPPORT?”  SHE REPLIED. "I BOUGHT THESE INSTRUMENTS WITH MY OWN MONEY AT FLEA MARKETS. WE DON'T HAVE A PENNY IN OUR BUDGET FOR MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS."





IT WAS A SOBERING EXPERIENCE AS WELL AS A TESTAMENT TO THE DEDICATION OF TEACHERS LIKE MRS. KELTZ. 





BUT WE SHOULD NOT AND CANNOT RELY ON FLEA MARKETS AND SELFLESS TEACHERS WHO USE THEIR OWN PAYCHECKS TO PROVIDE INSTRUMENTS TO STUDENTS. THAT WILL NOT REBUILD THE MUSIC AND ARTS PROGRAMS GUTTED BY BUDGET CUTS IN THE 1970'S, 1980'S AND 1990'S.





AND WHILE I AM PROUD OF OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AT VH1 SAVE THE MUSIC, I AM DAUNTED BY THE SCALE AND SCOPE OF THE NEED - A NEED WE CANNOT POSSIBLY MEET WITHOUT THE GOVERNMENT GETTING ACTIVELY INVOLVED ON THE SIDE OF MUSIC AND ARTS EDUCATION.  





WHILE  THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN BUSY GROWING THE DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL AVERAGE BY 1000 PERCENT OVER THE PAST 20 YEARS, OUR CHILDREN'S TEST SCORES HAVE BEEN DROPPING STEADILY, PLACING AMERICAN STUDENTS NEAR THE BOTTOM OF ALL THOSE FROM INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS. AT THE SAME TIME, WE HAVE BEEN STEADILY WITHDRAWING FUNDS FROM MUSIC AND ARTS PROGRAMS IN OUR SCHOOLS, CAUSING MANY TO WITHER AND DIE OF NEGLECT.





AT VH1, WE ARE COMMITTED TO DOING OUR PART TO HELP BRING ABOUT CHANGE. FIRST OF ALL, IT’S THE RIGHT THING TO DO.  WE CAN EFFECTIVELY USE VH1’S POWERFUL REACH TO 68 MILLION U.S. TELEVISION HOMES TO SEND AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE  THAT MUSIC AND ARTS EDUCATION IS AN INVESTMENT IN OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE.  THE OTHER REASON IS A BIT MORE DIRECT….CHILDREN ARE OUR FUTURE CUSTOMERS, EMPLOYEES AND NEIGHBORS.  WE’RE MAKING A SOLID BUSINESS INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE OF OUR SOCIETY.





IN EVERY SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS, WHETHER IT’S VH1’S PARENT COMPANY VIACOM, I.B.M. OR THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY,  THERE IS ONE BUDGET LINE THAT NEVER GETS CUT. IT'S CALLED "PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT" - AND IT'S THE KEY TO ANY COMPANY’S FUTURE GROWTH.  MUSIC EDUCATION IS CRITICAL TO THE PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT OF THIS NATION'S MOST IMPORTANT RESOURCE -- OUR CHILDREN. 





WE WANT TO BE SURE ALL CHILDREN HAVE ACCESS TO AN EDUCATION THAT INCLUDES MUSIC AND ARTS, NOT JUST THE BEST STUDENTS, NOT JUST THE GIFTED STUDENTS, NOT JUST THE TALENTED STUDENTS, AND CERTAINLY NOT JUST THOSE WHO CAN AFFORD IT. BUT ALL STUDENTS IN ALL OF OUR SCHOOLS.





THIS IS NOT SO WE CAN CREATE THE NEXT MOZART, PICASSO OR BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN.  WE TEACH OUR CHILDREN MUSIC AND ARTS BECAUSE IT WILL EQUIP THEM WITH THE SKILLS THAT CAN CREATE THE NEXT GEORGE SOROS, MICHAEL ARMSTRONG OR KATHERINE GRAHAM.


IN ESSENCE, WE TEACH OUR CHILDREN MUSIC AND ARTS SO THEY MAY BE SUCCESSFUL IN LIFE. 





OUR PARENTS HAD MUSIC AND ARTS EDUCATION AVAILABLE TO THEM, YOU HAD IT, I HAD IT.  WHY ARE WE TAKING IT AWAY FROM OUR CHILDREN?   WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT OUR KIDS HAVE IT TOO.  I PROMISE THAT WE AT VH1 AND VIACOM WILL CONTINUE TO DO OUR PART. BUT WE NEED ONE MORE VERY IMPORTANT PARTNER – YOU – TO HELP US AS WE WORK TO BUILD BACK THESE MUSIC AND ARTS PROGRAMS ONE SCHOOL, ONE CHILD AT A TIME.





MR. CHAIRMAN, THAT CONCLUDES MY TESTIMONY TODAY. 





ONCE AGAIN, I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE COMMITTEE. AND I WOULD BE PLEASED TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.
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