THE MUSIC EDUCATION REPORTS

Summaries of story contents


Connecticut Public Radio, working with a grant from NAMM- The International Music Products Association created a series of radio reports airing by local public radio stations and for use in local communities. You may request a CD of the reports by calling

1. Seattle's Pacific Science Center is helping children explore the physics and mathematics of music. At the Mostly Music Exhibition, kids use interactive computer terminals to compose and conduct as well as sample various styles of music from around the world. Children also can play percussion instruments and a theramin, or step into a seven-foot-tall guitar to feel its vibrations when the strings are strummed. Mostly Music runs through May 1997 in Seattle, then travels to museums throughout the United States. Marci Sillman reports.


2. Twenty-five years ago, Washington, DC music teacher Joyce Garrett founded a student choir to give African-American kids from some of the city's poorest neighborhoods "an alternative to the streets." After winning worldwide acclaim in 1988 by finishing second at the prestigious Youth and Music Festival in Vienna, Austria, the Eastern High School Choir has gone on to perform before Presidents of the United States, troops returning from the Gulf War and foreign dignitaries attending the 50th anniversary of D-Day in France. But Garrett's aim isn't just performing—she uses the choir to teach the values of discipline, hard work and getting a college education. Lex Gillespie reports.


3. Musician and music therapist Barry Bernstein travels the world touting the benefits of drumming and other rhythm-based activities. Bernstein, along with former Grateful Dead drummer Mickey Hart, are co-founders of Rhythm for Life, an organization dedicated to creating recreational and therapeutic drumming groups throughout the United States. Jacqueline Froelich visits one of Bernstein's workshops at an elementary school near Kansas City.


4. In a recently published study, scientists at the University of California at Irvine demonstrated that music lessons on electronic piano keyboards can help young children improve their ability to solve certain kinds of mathematical reasoning problems. Phyllis Joffe explores this research and looks at efforts by an elementary school in New York City's Harlem to test out the research findings in the classroom.


6. After nearly two decades of eliminating music programs in schools because of budget cuts, the country's second largest school district has begun to increase its funding for music education. In 1996, the LA Unified School Board approved the hiring of more music teachers—enough to give all Los Angeles public elementary students music lessons at least once a week by the year 2001. The School Board decision followed a four-year advocacy effort by a coalition of parents, teachers, arts organizations, businesses and celebrities. Phyllis Joffe reports.


7. Composer Deborah Teason spent two years working with 75 elementary school students in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Their collaboration resulted in an original composition based on the children's own writings. The piece was premiered by the Bridgeport Symphony Orchestra and a chorus of children. Teason’s residency was part of Meet the Composer's "New Music for Schools” program. Phyllis Joffe reports.

8. A music education program at a psychiatric hospital in Hartford, Connecticut is helping troubled teenagers reduce stress, improve behavior, become more confident, and do better in school. Phyllis Joffe reports.


9. When the Kentucky Education Reform Act (KERA) was approved in 1990, music educators hailed it as a positive step towards keeping music in the public school curriculum. The Reform Act listed the arts among the academic subjects to be included in statewide tests for children in grades 5, 8, and 11. But as Jeanine Freeman reports, some music educators are concerned that the implementation of the reform act's goals is falling short.


10. Melissa Jaco profiles a St. Louis Symphony education program that uses music to help children with hearing disabilities learn to speak more clearly.

