Generating a Proclamation for Your Local Efforts
Persuade your state legislature/city council/mayor/school board to endorse the observance of  VH1 Save The Music Day, Week or Month by passing a resolution and, thereby,  recognizing the importance of music education. The steps below will help you draft your resolution, gain support, and expedite passage. Keep in mind that timing, contacts, and perseverance are of critical importance!

· Identify influential and approachable legislators. Develop a relationship for an honest exchange of ideas about topics of concern.

· Invite legislators to speak at a gathering of music advocates.

· Introduce yourself to the legislators' administrative assistants and researchers. Some will prove to be strong supporters who know the ins and outs of state government. Find out what support and help they are willing to provide.

· Brainstorm with committee members to write your proclamation. Devise a plan to gain public support.

· Make a presentation of your goals and objectives to the legislative committees involved with:

*Education

*Cultural Affairs

· Present your resolution to the person you believe will be most helpful in "shepherding" the project along. This may be a legislator or an assistant.

· Be open to rewording of your resolution, if necessary, as long as the outcome is still valuable.

Follow the progress of your resolution as it moves through committee. Organize letter and phone trees which can be activated should obstacles look imminent and a show of public support become necessary.

DRAFT Local Resolution

WHEREAS, the study of music is basic to a complete education, provides a competitive edge for successful educational reform, engages students in individual and group activity, develops creativity, problem-solving, and critical and evaluative skills; and

WHEREAS, music education helps students acquire skills in production and performance of music, as well as an understanding of history and culture; and

WHEREAS, the (SPONSOR NAMES) is concerned with maintaining and improving school music programs for all students, regardless of their socio-economic status or their abilities; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor that (INSERT COMMUNITY) strongly supports quality music education in our schools and that all students, kindergarten through 12th grade, should have access to a well-balanced, comprehensive, high-quality, sequential program of music taught by teachers certified in music education; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that (Mayor’s Name) recognizes and commends the (SPONSOR NAMES) for their concern for and efforts to enhance the quality of music education in (state) schools; 

THEREFORE, I hereby proclaims the (DAY) of March, 1999, 

VH1 SAVE THE MUSIC DAY, 

and endorses the observance of VH1 Save The Music Day as an opportunity to support the purposes and practices of music education and encourages teachers, parents, students, and all citizens to participate.

DRAFT School Board Resolution

WHEREAS, the study of music contributes to young people's development through heightened skills in listening, reading, self-expression, and creativity; and

WHEREAS, music education in the schools includes a broad range of types of music and active musical experiences; and

WHEREAS, music and the other arts significantly enhance the morale and quality of the school environment; and

WHEREAS, it is the stated objective of the public school to prepare children for a productive role in our society; and

WHEREAS, VH1 Save The Music campaign is working to support our educational mission by bringing instrumental music programs back to our community;

THEREFORE, be it resolved, that the Board of Education of 

_____________________ endorses the observance of VH1 Save The Music Day as an opportunity to support the purposes and practices of music education, and encourages teachers, parents, students, and all citizens to participate.

The Board of Education of the ___________________ school district, for its own part, rededicates itself to the maintenance of a music education program that will be relevant to the needs of the children placed in its care and will reach and positively influence each child.

