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Lessons for High School Music and Social Studies Classes

Episode 4: Express Y ourself
Lesson 2 of §

Part 1: Music Reflects History
Part 2: Different Experiences, Different Views
Part 3: Music, Musicians, and Social Change

.CE? Objective

X Students will demonstrate an understanding of the role music has played throughout African American histo-
ry, from the days of slavery to the present.

% Students will identify and describe the major issues and events surrounding the civil rights movement of the
'50s and '60s.

Z Students will describe the influences of the civil rights movement on Black culture, and the influences of Black
culture on the civil rights movement.

Curriculum Standards for Social Studies from the National Council for Social Studies
(http://www.socialstudies.org).

[I. Time, Continuity & Change:

b. apply key concepts such as time, chronology, causality, change, conflict, and complexity to explain, analyze,
and show connections among patterns of historical change and continuity

e. investigate, interpret, and analyze multiple historical and contemporary viewpoints within and across cultures
related to important events, recurring dilemmas, and persistent issues, while employing empathy, skepticism,
and critical judgment



V. Individuals, Groups, & Institutions:
b. analyze group and institutional influences on people, events, and elements of culture in both historical and
contemporary settings

.épl\/laterials

* Videotape of Say It Loud! A Celebration Of Black Music In America, Episode : Express Yourse f
* Television

* VCR

* Internet access (optional)

.)gp Prior Knowledge

Students have had an introduction to Black history and the civil rights movement.

{29 Procedures

Part 1: Music Reflects History

1. Tell students that they are going to watch a video that highlights the role of artists' images throughout the his-
tory of Black music in the United States. Before watching, ask them to share what they know about the earliest
African American musicians and musical genres.

Have students share what they know about the following:

¥ What music traditions did African slaves bring with them when they were brought to America?

¥ What role did music play in the lives of African slaves in this country?

¥ What are some examples of African American music during the following eras in American history: slavery,
Abolition, Civil War, Emancipation, Reconstruction, “separate but equal” segregation, desegregation, civil rights,
and affirmative action?

Z If students created a timeline depicting historic events in African American history during “Image” Lesson 1 of
2, Part 2, then have them review their findings. If not, have students work in groups or individually to make a
timeline depicting historic or sociopolitical events in African American history.

L Have students watch Episode 5: Express Yourself of Say It Loud! in part or in full. Ask them to pay special
attention to the key artists and messages of the 19505 and 1960s, the eras before and during the civil rights

movement, and note possible relationships between historic events and music styles and images.

Have students find a song or a type of music that was popular at a key point on their timeline and explain any



connection between it and the events occurring at that time. Did the events inspire the song or music? Or did the
songs or music inspire the events?

Reinforce this concept by stopping the video and making particular reference to artists’ comments such as, Sean
“Puffy” Combs talking about hip-hop emerging as an expression and release of gang activity.

Part 2: Different Experiences, Different Views

1. After viewing the video, ask students to think about the rights of African Americans from the earliest times in
American history to the present. How have these rights changed? What is the situation today? Ask them to com-
pare the rights of Black citizens today to those in earlier times, and to describe the ways in which the artists
shown have contributed toward the status of the rights of African Americans.

2. If students have not taken part in Lesson 1 of 2, Part 2, for the “Image” episode, have them conduct research
on the civil rights movement and report their findings to the class. Ask them to find books or magazines at the
library or magazine archives on the Web. Have them photocopy or download photos and annotate them. (Exam-
ples might include such things as Jim Crow signs in South, images of school desegregation in Alabama, the
March on Washington, etc., in archived issues of Life or Newsweek.) Have students bring their findings to class
and explain what the images depict.

Ask students to show these photos to older relatives or friends—ideally, from among a variety of backgrounds,

races, and cultures—and ask them to relate them to their own lives. Have students ask their family members or
friends what they were doing in the 1950s and 1960s and how the civil rights movement affected them. Suggest
that students ask about their other memories of that era regarding dress, music, and entertainment.

Explain to the students that some of the reactions and views they may receive may differ from their own. Work
with the students to identify reasons why others may have different viewpoints (background, upbringing, etc.)

Have them prepare and present oral reports on their findings.
Part 3: Music, Musicians, and Social Change

1. Have a dass discussion and encourage students to make any connections they can between what they've
learned about the civil rights movement to what was happening in Black music in the 1950s and 1960s, as
shown in the video. Have them discuss the following:

¥ What was the status of the civil rights movement in this era?

Z How did the music and/or the artists reflect the movement? How were they affected by it?

X How did black musicians and their music aff ect the movement and society as a whole at that time?
Z How did the rest of society relate to the artists and their music?

If necessary, help students draw conclusions such as the following:
X That while art can draw from experience, it can also influence history.

L That each person sees things from their own unique perspective and that is shaped by their own individual
experiences.



z That music and other arts can express and illuminate both the inequities and commonalties in life.

2. Assign students to write an essay about the contributions musicians make to society. Ask them to form a thesis
specifically about musicians’, performers’ and other artists’ roles as agents of change in society. Before writing,
they should first consider the influence on public opinion these individuals and groups may have. They should

ask such questions as: "Can these artists bring about change and help shape history?" Ask them to support their
views with examples.

)29 Extensions

1. Have students find African roots for specific musical styles and traditions.
2. Have students think about the interrelationship of ethnic music genres in America today and make predictions
about the future. They should think about the growth of various ethnic groups—demographic changes due to

immigration or other events—and the music styles that might gain popularity as a result. Have them share their
ideas with the class.

?p Resources

Websites:

» The Civil Rights Documentation Project site contains civil rights documentation, oral history transcripts, and a
civil rights timeline: http://www-dept.usm.edu/~mcrohb/.

* The U.S. Department of Justice’s Civil Righ



Publications



